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The promotion in my work came dramatically.
A. G. Andrews, nick-named 'Bogey/ who had for
many years played boys' parts in Irving's repertoire,
announced to the Guv'nor that he could not go to
America again without a considerable advance in salary.
"Quite right, my boy," Irving is reported to have said
to him, "Quite right. Only," he added, laying his
hand kindly upon Bogey's shoulder, "I don't want
you/' 'Bogey' gave me the hint while we were playing
cricket in Regent's Park to apply for his parts. I did so
promptly, through my friendly intermediary, Loveday;
but it was a stiff fight before I got them. In the mean-
time, the plays which Irving revived at the Lyceum
before his American tour gave me little opportunity.
I see by old programmes that I played * de Clermont,'
some polysyllabic reveller in Richelieu, and the Herald,
'Montjoie,* in Louis XL Then came that sad parting
with my beloved, on the last night of the season,
when we had walked to her home from the Lyceum,
having leant on the bridge crossing the Regent's Canal
by St. Mark's Church in long delay, and finally separ-
ated; she so soon to encounter a great tragedy, I, as
unknowingly, to take a great leap forward in my work.
Irving and the Lyceum Company sailed on the
Parisian for Quebec. The voyage was chiefly memor-
able for an experiment in the prevention of sea-sickness.
The great Dr. Pasteur had recently invented a plaster
for this purpose. Of course the wags immediately
called it Pasteur's Plaster of Paris. The members of
the company were invited to offer themselves for
experiment. The idea was to place this plaster, by
some acrobatical feat of arms on that part of the victim,
in the centre of his own back, which lies between the
shoulder blades. This done, as Bram Stoker explained,
when he handed out the plasters on treasury1 day,
patients were asked to make careful notes of their
sensations. These were at once definite and peculiar.
Within an hour of applying the plaster the streets of
* The professional word for "salary."